Master of Science in Genetic Counseling

Admissions

GC Program Admissions
 All genetic counseling masters programs are members of
the Association of Genetic Counseling Program Directors
(AGCPD).
 The AGCPD establishes a universal notification date
(Match Day) for admissions and maintains recruitment and
admissions statistics for all programs.
 For this admissions cycle, Match Day is April 23, 2021.

National Matching Services (NMS)
 Applicants must register online (natmatch.com/gcadmissions/applicants) to
participate in the Match. Recommended deadline ‐ December 15th.
 Applications are submitted directly to the programs, independently of NMS
and according to the schedules and admissions requirements on the individual
program websites.
 Following interviews, applicants submit a Rank Order List to NMS listing the
desired tracks at their programs of interest, in order of preference, by the set
date in mid‐April.
 Match results will be released by email on April 23, 2021. Results are binding.
More information is available on the NMS website:
www.natmatch.com/gcadmissions/applicants

UPenn MSGC Admissions
► The application deadline for 2021 is January 5th. All
application materials must be received by that date.
► We email invitations to interview in mid to late February, and
interviews take place in March and early April.
► We plan to accept 16‐17 students for the class entering in fall
2021.
► You can find more information on our website at
https://www.med.upenn.edu/geneticcounseling/admissions‐overview.html

Admissions Criteria
 Undergraduate degree (GPA above 3.0 preferred)
 Prerequisite courses in biology, chemistry, genetics, statistics

and psychology
 GRE scores – recommended but not required for 2021 admissions
 Three Letters of Reference
 Shadowing and Clinical Experiences
 Personal Statement/Essay
 Personal Interview

All application materials must be received by January 5th.

Increasing Diversity in the Field of
Genetic Counseling
The leadership of the UPenn MSGC program values diversity and seeks talented
students, faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds. We are committed to increasing
the diversity of the program, and thereby, the field of genetic counseling itself, so that
ultimately research studies and clinical care will better serve everyone in need of
genetics services.
To achieve this goal we are
• Actively seeking funding to support scholarships and internships for under‐
represented minority students
• Working to reach out to high school and undergraduate students from under‐
represented minorities about careers in genetic counseling
• Engaging in research and scholarship that addresses issues of diversity in the field.

Learn more about efforts to increase
diversity and foster inclusion at the
Perelman School of Medicine, the
University of Pennsylvania and in the
genetic counseling field:
 Learn about diversity initiatives and resources at the Perelman School of
Medicine https://www.med.upenn.edu/diversityume/
 Learn about ACT: Action for Cultural Transformation ‐ Developing
Strategies to Ensure Equity, Mitigate Bias and Eliminate Racism at Penn
Medicine at Penn Medicine's Office of Inclusion and Diversity
https://www.med.upenn.edu/inclusion‐and‐diversity/
 Learn more about diversity and inclusion at the University of Pennsylvania
https://diversity.upenn.edu/
 Read about the National Society of Genetic Counselors' diversity
initiatives https://www.nsgc.org/p/cm/ld/fid=704

Genetic
Counseling
...............
University of Pennsylvania
Master of Science in
Genetic Counseling
Program

The University of Pennsylvania Master’s of Science in Genetic
Counseling is a five-semester, 21-month, full-time graduate

program with a strong emphasis on clinical, translational, and
implementation research.
Founded in 1995 at Arcadia University, the program moved to the
University of Pennsylvania in 2019, consolidating on one campus a
long-time partnership of faculty, clinical supervisors and research
mentors. Nearly 300 alumni working around the world form a
network of connections in the field.
Applications to the program are due January 5th for the class
entering in the fall of the same year. For more information on
admission requirements and program content, visit the program
website:
https://www.med.upenn.edu/geneticcounseling/

Experienced Leadership, Expert Faculty
The program director, associate director, assistant director, and clinical coordinator together
have more than 60 years of experience in genetic counseling education. They work with
outstanding faculty members to build courses designed to prepare students to become
knowledgeable clinicians, researchers and leaders in the field.

A balanced curriculum
The program provides a comprehensive educational environment for future genetic counselors
that balances the importance of patient-focused care, scientific knowledge, research, and
innovative technology. Scientific, medical, psychological, and clinical courses prepare
students through practical experience in medical genetics.

Clinical Internships
Students being their clinical fieldwork at the start of the program, in the very first semester.
Genetic counseling students at Penn participate in a variety of internships during their first year,
in genetic counseling laboratories and specialty clinics, and with advocacy organizations. In the
second year, students have numerous options for clinical internships, in fields such as
reproductive genetics, cancer, neurogenetics, cardiovascular genetics, fetal therapy and more.
They complete four clinical internships, including one elective which allows them to explore an
area of special interest. Clinical sites are located at the Hospital of the University of
Pennsylvania, the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and at other outstanding hospitals and
clinics throughout the Philadelphia area.

With an outstanding faculty and access to clinical opportunities at some of the nation's
premier healthcare facilities, the program prepares students to be successful genetic
counseling professionals in the rapidly evolving field of genetics.

University of Pennsylvania’s Master’s in Genetic Counseling program is accredited by the
Accreditation Council for Genetic Counseling (ACGC), located at 4400 College Blvd., Suite
220, Overland Park, KS 66211. For more information, visit the ACGC website
www.gceducation.org.

Clinical Education

Clinical Supervision
Experienced clinical supervisors work closely with our
students during their internships at Penn, CHOP and at
several other exceptional sites in the Philadelphia area.

Clinical Training Sites

The University of Pennsylvania Health System is a major multi‐hospital health
system headquartered in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. UPHS and the Perelman School
of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania together comprise Penn Medicine, a
clinical and research entity of the University of Pennsylvania.
Includes the nation’s first hospital, Pennsylvania Hospital (founded in 1751) and
the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania which was established in 1874 as the
nation's first teaching hospital.

► CHOP consistently ranks as one of the top children's hospitals in the United

States. CHOP is ranked No. 2 on U.S. News & World Report's 2020‐21
Honor Roll of Best Children's Hospitals, an elite recognition they’ve enjoyed
every year since the list was created.
► U.S. News also evaluated programs in

10 specialty areas, and CHOP was
listed among the top seven programs
in each of the 10 ranked specialties for
2020‐21, and six of their specialties
are ranked No. 1, No. 2 or No. 3.
► Several of these programs are home to

trailblazing initiatives conducting
visionary research that translates into
clinical care breakthroughs.

Three internships in the first year
 Clinical experiences start in the first semester
 Each student will have three internships, including one
genetic counseling lab rotation
 We guarantee all clinical placements in the Philadelphia area
 Clinical placements are assigned by the program, with input
from students about their interests and preferences.

Four clinical internships in the
second year
 Each student will have a clinical rotation in prenatal,
pediatric and cancer genetics
 The fourth rotation is an elective so that students can
choose to pursue a special interest
 We guarantee all clinical placements in the Philadelphia area
 Clinical placements are assigned by the program, with input
from students about their interests and preferences.

Clinical Training Sites at Penn Medicine
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cancer Risk Evaluation Program – Chester County Hospital
Cancer Risk Evaluation Program – Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
Cancer Risk Evaluation Program – Lancaster General Health
Cancer Risk Evaluation Program – Penn Medicine Radnor
Cancer Risk Evaluation Program – Pennsylvania Hospital
Center for Personalized Diagnostics
Division of Translational Medicine and Human Genetics
Genetic Diagnostic Laboratory
Inherited Cardiac Program
Neurogenetics
Reproductive Genetics Program
Telegenetics

Clinical Training Sites at the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
•

22q and You Center

•

Endocrinology Genetics Clinic

•

Beckwith Wiedemann Syndrome Clinic

•

Friedreich’s Ataxia Program

•

Biochemical Genetics

•

Hereditary Cancer Predisposition Clinic

•

Cardiology Genetics

•

Neurogenetics

•

Center for Applied Genomics

•

Neuromuscular Genetics

•

Center for Fetal Diagnosis and
Treatment

•

Roberts Individualized Medical
Genetics Center

•

Center for Mitochondrial Medicine

•

Clinical Genetics Center

•

Division of Genomic Diagnostics

Some of our
unique clinical
opportunities

University of Pennsylvania Division of
Translational Medicine and Human Genetics
• Four dedicated GCs
• Hereditary rare cancer
syndromes

• Connective Tissue disorders
• Marfan syndrome and
arteriopathies

• First and second year
internship opportunities

• Research projects

Anna Raper, MS, LGC

The Center for Fetal Diagnosis and
Treatment at the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia
Since 1995, they’ve cared for more than 25,671 expectant parents
from around the world and performed more than 1,880 fetal
surgeries, an unparalleled level of experience caring for the tiniest
patients before, during and after delivery.
They are one of the few centers in the world to offer open fetal
surgery for life-threatening conditions, as well as a variety of other
fetal interventions such as minimally invasive fetoscopic surgery
and ex utero intrapartum therapy. The team is made up of pioneers
in fetal medicine who constantly work to refine and advance the
techniques used to treat birth defects.

‐ Penn Telegenetics

Mitochondrial Medicine Center
– a Frontier Program at CHOP
• Conducting visionary research
that translates to cutting‐edge
clinical care

• Internship opportunities for
first and second year students

• Four dedicated GCs
• Research projects

Additional Clinical Sites
• Cancer Treatment Centers of America
• Cooper Genomics
• Ferre Institute
• Fox Chase Cancer Center
• Friedreich’s Ataxia Research Alliance
• Genome Medical
• Integrated Genetics
• MD Anderson Cancer Center at Cooper
• Nemours/Alfred I. duPont Hospital for Children
• Progenity
• Temple University Hospital

Increasing Diversity in the Field of
Genetic Counseling
The leadership of the UPenn MSGC program values diversity and seeks talented
students, faculty and staff from diverse backgrounds. We are committed to increasing
the diversity of the program, and thereby, the field of genetic counseling itself, so that
ultimately research studies and clinical care will better serve everyone in need of
genetics services.
To achieve this goal we are
• Actively seeking funding to support scholarships and internships for under‐
represented minority students
• Working to reach out to high school and undergraduate students from under‐
represented minorities about careers in genetic counseling
• Engaging in research and scholarship that addresses issues of diversity in the field.

Learn more about efforts to increase
diversity and foster inclusion at the
Perelman School of Medicine, the
University of Pennsylvania and in the
genetic counseling field:
 Learn about diversity initiatives and resources at the Perelman School of
Medicine https://www.med.upenn.edu/diversityume/
 Learn about ACT: Action for Cultural Transformation ‐ Developing
Strategies to Ensure Equity, Mitigate Bias and Eliminate Racism at Penn
Medicine at Penn Medicine's Office of Inclusion and Diversity
https://www.med.upenn.edu/inclusion‐and‐diversity/
 Learn more about diversity and inclusion at the University of Pennsylvania
https://diversity.upenn.edu/
 Read about the National Society of Genetic Counselors' diversity
initiatives https://www.nsgc.org/p/cm/ld/fid=704

